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Senior Director of the Oracle Developer Program, 
Oracles Eli Matalon 


By Richard A. Skrinde yr our last issue, | reported on the formation of the Oracle Developer Program 
and examined the objectives set forth in the program by its architect, 
Thomas Reinemer, Oracle’s Senior Director of Partner Strategy. Since this writ- 
ing, Eli Matalon, of Oracle Design and Migration Services (DMS), has been 
selected to become the Senior Director of the Oracle Developer Program. 


In way of review, the objective set by Reinemer for 
the Oracle Developer Program (ODP) is to provide 
the maximum opportunity for developers — with 
an entrepreneurial vision — to build a valuable 
business around Oracle core technology. The pro- 
gram also targets corporate developers who wish to 
improve their skills and abilities. To accomplish 
this objective, ODP must streamline the technolo- 
gy transfer process to a wide spectrum of develop- 
ers concerned with Oracle. 


Matalon must overcome a daunting challenge. 
Imagine being responsible for masterminding the 
compilation of all this amorphous knowledge and 
wisdom that exists (often as lore) in the collective 
minds of Oracle’s senior professional services con- 
sultants, product managers, product developers, 
and the best independent consulting partners. 


“I am honored to be selected for this position,” 
states Matalon. “It is crucial for Oracle to create 
the ability to distribute the knowledge base for 
developers to create superior applications without 
assistance or intervention. My job is to assure this 
success.” 


At the time of this interview, Matalon had not been 
on his new job for even a week. He is now busy 
with the task of building a team and creating a 
strategic and tactical plan for the ODP. 


However, I was able to elicit the following ground 
rules from Matalon. “The ODP will be targeted to 
the individual developer without regard to the size 
or status of his company or of his company’s over- 
all relationship to Oracle. Membership costs will be 
very low so that all developers can afford to join.” 
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For the enrollment fee, developers will receive a membership which will 
provide ongoing development kits for key Oracle products. This includes 
personalized development licenses and relevant technical information. 


Matalon emphasizes, “If you are involved with client/server program- 
ming and you want to improve your capabilities, | am your guy. ODP 
will be your one stop shop and it will cater to myriad interests of 
client/server programming. The workgroup, the enterprise, the new 
media — soup to nuts. 


“More than affordable and timely acquisition of the technology, I 
will leave no stone unturned to assure you access to the very best 
knowledge about application architecture, tuning and performance 
techniques, as well as programming tips and tricks from the masters 
and the veterans. In the past, some doors at Oracle have been diffi- 
cult for developers to open. No more. I am building a pipeline from 
our best and brightest minds straight to you. To support this tech- 
nology transfer, I am creating a developers lab within Design and 
Migration Services to create a focus for development issues. Books, 
seminars, white papers, special APIs, interactive CD-ROMs and 
more are all on the way.” 


Matalon admits that this will take time. “This is a new endeavor for 
our company, for myself and for a large number of new developers that 
we are recruiting. We are all going to work together to be successful. 
You can look forward to our CD-ROMs as I mentioned as well as the 
Internet and other exciting electronic technology to shorten your 
learning curve at becoming an Oracle expert. In the mean time, the 
forthcoming ODP Conference will give everyone a jump start with 
our technology.” 


Premier Oracle Developer Conference 

And what a jump start this is going to be. Under the marketing blitz of 
Touch the Technology, Sniff the Latest Trends, Hear the Experts, See the 
Future and Get a Taste of Success, the San Francisco Hilton Hotel is 
going to melt down February 25-28, 1996. Reinemer and Matalon have 
pulled out all the stops. There is so much great action — just look at the 
accompanying conference schedule. (Note: Schedule may change). 
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How about big name keynotes. The biggest of the big, Larry Ellison 
(Founder and CEO), ultimate technology guru and industry visionary, 
will include the official launch of Oracle 7.3, the universal database, in 
his keynote address. Sun’s CEO Scott McNealy and the incredible 
Steve Jobs of NeXT round out the keynote slots. Just hearing these 
guys is worth the trip to San Francisco. 


And that is just the beginning. The conference contains 14 separate tracks 
— you need to bring at least two or three co-workers just to try and catch 
it all! No matter what your interest, from workgroups to the enterprise, 
from Data Warehouse to multimedia, you can get up close and personal 
with the movers and shakers from Oracle and its closest partners. 


You will be the first to see the preview of the new Oracle Sedona, the 
distributed objects framework incorporating OLE and OpenDoc that 
will be part of Oracle8. You will be the first to see just how much 
opportunity there is for your career using Oracle technology. 


More than getting in tune with the future, there are hands-on oppor- 
tunities galore. From campgrounds where you can go one-on-one with 
the guys that build and manage the products to technical workshops 
where you can test drive Oracle tools and technology. Oracle is even 
going to give you a copy of the Web System Software Development 
Kit as well the latest Database Migration Technology Kit. 


Here is how easy it is. Look at the ads in this issue or look at the flyer 
you might have gotten in your mailbox. Get your reservation in early. 
The money you save will come in handy when you step outside the 


hotel in the heart of San Francisco — one of the wildest towns in the 
West. And, how good will this conference be? Take Thomas Reinemer 
and Eli Matalon’s word for it, “It is going to blow your mind.” El 
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